With the enactment of the law stipulating that minors between the ages of fourteen and sixteen who are employed must attend school for the equivalent of not less than eight hours each week, there was introduced into the school population of Philadelphia a group of students who have brought with them, in addition to those problems arising directly from the fact that their unit of school work is not five days but only one, questions of adjustment much more difficult of solution.
These so-called "continuation" pupils appear to differ from the other students not only in their attitude toward school life in general, but also in their approach to any specific school work. Since this differentiation is reported by the teachers in charge of these pupils, it becomes the obligation of the school to investigate whether or not these reported differences are fundamental in character or whether they grow out of hastily drawn generalizations, resulting from the superficial observations of the teacher who, accustomed to the more easily aroused responses of the full-time pupil, views somewhat askance the relatively unresponsive attitude of this newcomer into the school community. If the result of such an investigation points to the presence of differences in those competencies, the existence of which is postulated in the successful performance of school work, and not to differences in efficiencies growing out of unlike training, then the question of school adjustment resolves itself into an inquiry as to what should be the special opportunities offered to these children, whereby the eight hours a week may come to mean the fullest equipment toward an efficient citizenship. These problems confronting all of the Philadelphia high schools were especially pressing in the Kensington High School for Girls because of its location among the mills and factories of a large textile district. The neighborhood offers peculiarly easy access to industry, to the boys and girls of the community; hence there is a relatively large loss from full school work when the age of fourteen is reached.
Because of these facts a preliminary survey of the first year pupils in both the regular full-time classes and in the continuation classes was carried on in the Kensington High School during 1918, in an attempt to find some answer to the questions arising from the (202) presence of the continuation student. Obviously the first question to present itself in an analytic study of the continuation girl is, therefore, that of the social stratification of the district involved. Are these continuation pupils to be explained in terms of inherent incapacity for school work as that work is generally presented, or are they workers because of economic necessity alone?
Although in the study of the students in the Kensington High School it was impossible to visit all of the homes of all of the girls, a general knowledge of the social and economic condition of the neighborhood was available. This was supplemented by information obtained in part from a questionnaire sent to the home of each student and in part from personal interviews with the students. From these sources the following conclusions were drawn.
The community in which the school is located is a homogeneous one from the social point of view. The girls in both the full-time and in the continuation classes are the daughters of shop keepers, tradesmen, artisans, mill operatives, etc. There are few of either the laboring or of the professional classes represented. This similarity in standards is also reflected in the fact that of the older brothers and sisters of the girls in both groups a very small number completed the eighth grade of the elementary schools, and less than one-half of one per cent had attended high school classes.
There is a difference in the size of the families of the two groups.
This may be a contributing cause to a difference in economic pressure which may have forced the one group into industry. The average number of children in the families of the full-time students is found to be three, whereas the average number of children in the families of the continuation girls is four.
Racially there is little heterogeneity in the families studied. The fact that so many of the girls in both groups have lived in Philadelphia during all of their lives suggests that any differences to be found are probably not due to differences in elementary school training. According to the law, all of the girls must complete the first six years of the elementary school before they are permitted to become continuation pupils. A very small number of the continuation girls examined?less than ten out of the whole number?had dropped out of the regular classes in the seventh grade. About ninety per cent of these girls had completed at least the first half of the eighth grade before going to work. Since this is true, the preliminary training of the two groups of girls when they entered the ninth grade, i. e., the first year of high school, was not sufficiently dissimilar to carry any weight in the interpretation of results.
There is a difference between the two groups so far as age distribution is concerned.
The regular group includes a few thirteenyear-old girls and a still smaller number of girls sixteen years of age in addition to the large number of fourteen-and fifteen-year-old girls. Since the law of Pennsylvania permits continuation work between the fourteenth and sixteenth birthdays only, there are no girls in this group except those of fourteen and fifteen years. If differences are found in the performance levels of the two groups, they may perhaps be accounted for by this difference in age distribution.
If, however, and this seems to be true, the differences persist when a comparison of the same age groups is made, then, 
